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At least 14 outstanding records in American fishery production were smashed 
during 1941, thus meking svailable a vast emount of food for the united n.ations 
fighting for democra.cy, it was revealed today in statistics submitted to Secre- 
tery of the Interior Rarold I. Ickes by the Division of Fishery Industries, Fish 
and Wildlife Service. 

While experts pointed out that a small portion of the record-breaking in- 
creases was directly due to stimulation by war orders, favorable natural condi- 
tions affecting the Nation’s aquatic resources were the major factors in bri=- 
ing about the banner-year production. 

An approximate doubling of t . ..e sardine pack in both California and Maine 
was due to demands under lend-lease opere’;ions, it’ was explained. At the same 
time, the net result of the industries? operations, carried on duri.rg the year 
under the protective conservation policies of t2.x Department of the Interior, 
has been the accwrmlation of an extensive food fish stock for the United States 
and her allies. 

rcAn examination of the data collected and assembled by this Division during 
the past yecar, (1 said R. H. Fiedler, Chief of the Division, “indicates that 1941 
was an ux~rua~.ly active year in the fishi% industry, with a.t least 14 important 
records brczn. It is probable that a more thorough check of our tabulations 
would disclose several addit ional new records. 1’ 

A lis tir-g of the most signif icant records broken includes the following: 

1. CALIFQJTXA SARDIIY’E RACK. Preliminary data indicate that the pack of 
Californie. sar,Xres ~during 1941 will approximate 5,400,000 standard cases. This 
will. exceed by a wide margin the previous hig:h of 3,831,000 cases which were 
caned during 1929. 

2. NAIXZ SARDINE PACK. Preliminary estimates of the Maine sardine pack 
indicate t&t t,i.e ,total production of tnis item may reach 4 million standard 
cases. The lwgest previous pack kx~own to be reported was canned in 1928, and 
amounted to 2,056,OOO cases. 

3. TaEBa PORTS IlARDI?!GS. It is estimated that the 1941 landings at the 
ports of Boston and Gloucester, Massachusetts, and Portland, Maine, will reach 
approximately 4’75,000,OOO pounds, valued at ~15,000,OOO. The largest previous 



landings at these p6rts occurred during 1936, amounting to 414,767,OOO pounds; 
while the largest amount received by fishermen for their catch occurred in 1929 
and amounted to $13,052,000. 

4. LANDINGS AT GLoiJCESTEX. During 1941, it is estimated that landings of 
fishery products at Gloucester will approximate 150 million pounds. The largest 
volume of fishery products previously delivered to this port by fishing vessels 
amounted to 96,176,OOO pourds, laded in 1940. Prior to 1940, the largest land- 
ings occurred in 1939, when 75,766,OOO pounds were received. 

5. ROSEf?ISR LARDINGS. It is estimated that about 140,000,000 pounds of 
rosefish were larded at the three ports during 1941. The previous record for 
this species was 83,781,OOO pounds, which was received in 1940. 

6. 'COLD STORAGE HOLDIEGS. On December 15, domestic cold storage plants 
held 117,273,OOO pounds of fishery products, an increase of over 17,000,000 
pounds as compared with the largest holdings in any previous year, which occurred 
on December 15, 1940, and amounted to 100,088,OOO pounds. 

7. PRODUCTION OF FZQZEN FISH, During 1941, domestic cold storage plants 
froze 246,364,OOO pounds of fishery products. The largest volume of frozen fish 
and shellfish previously produced in this country was 196,155,OOO pounds frozen 
in 1940. 

8. SRRIME' FROZEPJ. A total of 19,739,000 pounds of frozen shrimp was pro- 
duced in the United States during 1941. This is an increase of nearly 3 million 
pounds as compared with the previous high which occurred in 1940. 

9. RCSEFISH FROZEN. Domestic freezers froze 33;394,OOO pounds of rosefish 
fillets during 1941. This was an increase of over 14,million pounds as compared 
with the previous high of 19,156,OOO pounds produced in 1940. 

10, SD?TEMI%R COLWIA RIVER CATCH. About 8 million pounds of chinook 
salmon were taken in the Columbia River during the period from September 10 to 
20. The September catch was the largest for any single month in the history of 
the fishery. 

11. ALASKA. PINK SALMON PACK. A total of 4,621,OOO cases of pink salmon was 
canned in Alaska during 1941. The previous high for this species was packed in 
1936, ad amounted to 4,589,OOO cases. 

12. ALASKA SILVER SAMON PACK. Alaska canners packed 350,000 standard cases 
of silver salmon'during 1941. The previous record occurred during 1930, when the 
pack totaled 330,000 cases. 

13. PRICES FOR SHARK LIVERS. The record prices of $9.20 per pound for soup- 
fin shark livers and 51 cents per pound for dogfish livers which were paid fisher- 
men on the Pacific Coast, greatly exceeded any previous prices paid for fish 
livers. 
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14. BRITISH C~UMBIA RXWRDS. wh'l L e a large number of records were bei% 
broken in the United States, the pyovince of British Col.mbia also produced the 
largest salmon and herring packs in hist,orj;, !!lhe i&242,000 standard cases of 
salmon canned in the protince d+rirg 1941 exceeds?. the previous record pack, 
which was canned in1930, by 20,000 cases. 

The pack o$ eann& herring; in British Co!.uabia dtiiw 1341 is expected to 
total over 1 m!.llion cases. In the best -pievious year, 131+1, the pack of this 
species amunted to 727,000 cases; in 1939, the next best jrear, only 233,000 
cases were canned. 
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